i
l
LIFE.
once engaged in the prosecution, it was clearly his duty to perform his task to the very best, of his ability. We may well believe, as he tells us himself, that, "he had spent more time in vain in studying* how to make the Hurl a good servant to the Queen and State, than he had done in anything' else/' And yet-, when lie had wholly and hopelessly failed in this effort, we can understand how, without any singular baseness or ingratitude, he might come to place his services unreservedly at the disposal of the Crown.
Essex was condemned, Bacon having undoubtedly taken a more effective part In the trial than did Coke, the Attorney-(ieneral, who, indeed, exhibited much incompetence. Before his execution, he confessed quite enough, and more than enough, (o justify his sentence1. But there was still much popular Feeling on bis side, and, hence, it was thought, desirable that an authentic narrative of the conspiracy should bo put forth by authority. Bacon was commanded by the Queen to prepare a draft, of this document, but it was afterwards submitted to "certain principal Councillors," and "perused, weighed, censured, altered, and made almost a new writing, according to their 'Lordships' better consideration ; 3) after which it, was u exactly perused by the Queen herself, and some alterations made again by her appointment." The responsibility, therefore, for the /Jcrfttnt/ioit- of the .Practices tnnt 7T;vv/.vwM' (ttft'Mjtft'tl d-ntl wijiniitfnl hy Rohcrtj tdte .Kttrl-of Alv.sr.r, in the form which if ultimately assumed, rests with the Queen and her "Ministers, and not with Bacon, whose share in if was Dimply ministerial.
In the spring of ItiOl, Bacon lost his brother Anthony, with whom he had always lived on the most, cordial and affectionate terms. On 'March :ii, lOO;!-,^ the last day of the old yoar according to the (hen reckoning, Kli/abeih herself died, and was sueeeeded by .lames L Bacon at once* tenderedeason, but to engage in the prosecution of Essex and Southampton. And, having
